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Listening Guidelines




1. Be an amazing listener. Take notes. Let go of distractions. Focus on what is being read.  
2. Always start with the positive. For our quarantine version of the class and for journaling, we will restrict critiques to positive comments. 
3. Give feedback about: what you relate to, what touched you, what stays in your mind.
4. Talk about what you would like more of.
5. Refer to the narrator as the narrator, not “you.” Do not assume this is an autobiographical story, and don’t ask. Focus on the writing.
6. Do not take issue with the content. Accept a difference of opinion, political view, or religious approach. Again, focus on the writing. 
7. Be kind and encouraging. Remember how closely we tend to identify with our work. 




SHARING GUIDELINES

1.  Honor yourself and your truth.
2.  Honor other, and experience of the other.
3.  Allow discomfort.
4.  Expect and accept that there often won’t be closure.
5.  Listen for understanding.
6.  Don’t try to fix anyone else’s discomfort, or problem.
7.  Take a risk



        CRITIQUE GUIDELINES [image: ]










1. If you would like detailed feedback and edits, provide copies to all.
2. Copies should be double-spaced and the suggested page limit is _______
3. Do not apologize.
4. Do not defend.
5. Do not explain.
6. If you’re not ready for a critique but would like to read your work aloud, this is an option.  
Let us know. (See: How to Tell When You’re Ready for a Critique.) 
7. Don’t interrupt. Remember this is not about you, but something you have created. 
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